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Rose-Hulman has received
an unrestricted grant of
$45,000 from Amoco
Foundation, Inc., which can
be used for any capital,
educational or scholarship
purpose. Amoco Foundation
requested that the grant not
be added to endowment.
L.B. Rerkhove, project
manager for Amoco Oil
Company in Chicago,
presented a cheek for $15,000
to Rose-Hulman president Dr.
Samuel F. Hulbert while on a
recent student recruitment
visit to the campus. The




Elections for the offices of
general manager and chief
announcer of WRTR were held
Wednesday, February 7.
These are the only two elected
positions within the broadcasting
club. Both positions were filled
by the men who had previously
held the positions.
Rick Pflugshaupt was re-
elected as general manager.
Rick is a junior electrical
engineer from Hamlet, Indiana.
He has been involved in WRTR
since the first quarter of the
freshman year. He is now in the
SGA and is serving his second
year as treasurer of the camera
club.
Pflugshaupt has been a disc
jockey for WRTR since he began
in the club and held the position
of treasurer prior to his election
as general manager last year.
Rick has hopes that "we can get
a large percentage of Rose
students to listen regularly when
they can receive us."
Rick is also looking forward to
increasing the size of the club to
50 or 60 members and
quadrupling the record
collection within a year; there
are now about 380 albums in the
collection.
Rick has expressed a great
deal of enthusiasm concerning
the involvement of the faculty in
the broadcasting club. He will
always welcome suggestions and
help in special programming,
from any faculty member.
Rick spends a large amount of
time representing WRTR to the
governing agencies on campus
and the administration. He is
also responsible for appointing
the rest of the sixteen executive
board members.
Rick Nicholson helps in the
decisions for the appointments to
the executive board in his
position as chief announcer. Rick
acts as a troubleshooter be-
tween the disc jockeys and the
executive board. He sees himself
as the "big brother" of the radio
station, continuously keeping an
eye on everything.
Nicholson makes sure the disc
jockeys make their shows,
follow proper operating
procedure, and fill out the
necessary log. Rick also helps
with the production of special
programming.
Rick is a sophomore electrical
engineer from Vincennes,
Indiana. He's been in WRTR
since he started at Rose and held
the position of studio engineer
before he started as chief
announcer at the beginning of the
year. He spends much of his time
training announcers and hopes to
be ready when WRTR goes FM
next year.
The station is run by a sixteen
member executive board. This
board makes decisions
concerning the station and has
been working hard to complete
the FCC license application.
These men keep the equipment
working and decide when a
certain piece of equipment
should be bought or replaced.
The type and number of records
purchased is also decided by a
committee formed within this
body.
WRTR is now and will be in the
future dedicated to filling the
gap between WPFR and WBOQ.
The trend for WPFR to go to soft
rock has been apparent as of
late, and with the movement of
WBOQ to album rock there is
need for a good progressive rock
station. WRTR is that station.
Members of the club act as
d.j.'s and play the music they
wish within the progressive rock
format. National headlines and
campus news are interspersed
within the programming to keep
the student body informed with
what is happening outside of and
within the Rose campus. In the
future, WRTR will also be
bringing educational programs
to its listeners.
Board looks at budget
by Eric Dansker
In accordance with their usual
procedure, the Rose-Hulman
Board of Managers will
concentrate on the school's 1979-
80 budget during their February
meeting.
Candidates for promotion,
tenure, and honorary doctorates
will be considered. Requests for
sabbaticals will be discussed.
Student Affairs and Student
Government will be looked at.
Also to be evaluated is a
proposal to update the bylaws to
Rose-Hulman's constitution,
primarily as they relate to the
functioning of the Board. The
changes deal with such things as
the size of the Board, committee
responsibilities, a n d
responsibilities of school
administrators (the president
and the vice-presidents of the
different offices), and will have
little effect on the day-to-day
running of the Institute.
The proposed new budget will
be for September 1979 to August
1980. This, says Dr. Hulbert,
makes planning difficult because
of the high inflation rate.
"The big problem this year is
the President's guidelines," said
Dr. Hulbert. -They state that
average salary increases should
be limited to seven percent; the
inflation rate is about nine
percent.
"Basically. we have two
budgets. I have a budget that
abides by the President's
guidelines . . . I also have
another budget. In case the
President's guidelines
completely break down, we will
ask the Board to reconsider it in
May."
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A fitting start to finalso
a total eclipse
by Jack File
What could be more
appropriate than an eclipse of
the sun on the first day of final
exams?
A partial eclipse of the sun will
be observable from Terre Haute
this coming Monday, February
26. The eclipse will begin at 10:36
a.m. and end at 1:12 p.m. At
maximum, which will occur at
11:53 a.m., the sun will be
approximately 73% eclipsed.
Dr. William Deutschman, who
teaches astronomy classes here
at Rose, indicated he would try
to have the observatory open
from about 10:30 until 1:00 if the
sky is clear.
Those wishing to view the
eclipse on their own are advised
to take precautions. The portion
of the sun's rays that damage the
eye is in the infrared range.
During an eclipse, while the eye
may not feel discomfort from
viewing the reduced light from
the sun, the infrared rays are
still falling on the retina with the
same intensity. Thus, the retina
can be permanently burned.
A few layers of black and
white film, exposed and
developed, will block the
damaging infrared and permit
safe direct observation of the
eclipse. Do not use color film or
dark glasses, though; these only
block visible light, not the
harmful infrared.
What will we be able to see
here? According to Deutschman,
"not very much." If it's clear,
some dimming of the sun's light
may be apparent; however, even
with a 73% eclipse, we'll still
receive "a fair amount of light.
You don't see anything
spectacular until it's 95%," he
added.
The path of totality for the
eclipse begins over the Pacific
Ocean. It runs through Oregon,
Washington, Idaho, and
Montana, passes into Canada,
Rose Rifles capture third
'fhis past weekend, the Rose
Rifles Drill Team started their
competitive season on the right
foot. After eig' teen months of
practice, the team captured the
third place trophy at the Purdue
Drill Meet by a slim margin.
Miami of Ohio walked away
with the entire competition,
placing in one of the top three
places in every division they
entered, including first in the
exhibition squad division in
which the Rose Rifles placed
third.
Second among exhibition
squads was taken by the
Pershing Rifle Company from
Toledo, Ohio. Capital guard,
from Capital University, one of
the toughest and most
competitive teams in the country
during the past ten years, was
edged out of the top finishers by
the performance of the Rose
Rifles.
The competition squad at
Purdue consisted of Ted Fultz,
commander; Bob Brandel, Jon
Edmondson, Andy Hoffman,
Bruce Ray, Lee Sanders, George
Sparrow, Bob Sutton, Kirk
Teitge, and Barbara Rehl at the
guidon position.
Special thanks were extended
by the team to its sponsor, Major
Thomas Buckley, who
accompanied them to Purdue.
and extends as far as Greenland.
This eclipse is the 58th in a
series of eclipses known as the
saros cycle. This same
alignment of earth, moon and
sun recurs every 11 years, 10-1/3
days.
The first eclipse in this series
occurred on May 27, 933, and was
visible only in Antarctica. Since
that time the path of the eclipse
has gradually moved northward.
The January 24, 1925, eclipse, the
most recent one in this cycle
visible from the United States,
was observable in a path from
Duluth, Minnesota, to New York
City. The 71st and last eclipse of
the cycle will be an insignificant
partial eclipse on January 7,
2195, which will be visible only
from Arctic regions.
The saros cycle is the most
well-known of many cycles of
eclipses. That such cycles exist
was known to many ancient
cultures. Some have theorized
that such things as Stonehenge
were built based on such cycles.
"Eclipses are very perverse
about being in the most
inaccessible places on earth —
the Sahara Desert, New Guinea,
a coral atoll in the Pacific,"
notes Duetschman. The last total
eclipse, in 1971, was right in the
middle of the Sahara Desert. All
observations and experiments
were hampered by frequent
sandstorms which blew dust into
all the equipment.
A team observing a 1963
eclipse in northern Canada ran
into a different sort of problem.
The hundreds of sled dogs that
inhabited the town where the
team was based caused little
trouble and could quickly be
chased away — until the eclipse
started, at which time they
seemed to know instinctively
that the astonomers were
occupied with their experiments
and couldn't take time to chase
them away. The dogs made a
massive food raid on the camp
during the eclipse.
Such unexpected problems are
not new, though. In 1878 there
was a total eclipse, and many
scientists went to Wyoming to
observe it. Along came one
unknown, would-be scientist,
who wanted to observe the
eclipse and measure infrared
radiation coming from the sun.
The professional astronomers
had occupied the best
observation sites, so the
unknown wound up setting his
equipment up in a chicken coop.
When the eclipse came. the
chickens, thinking it was night,
all flew home to roost. and the
"unknown" spent most of the
eclipse beating off chickens. The
name of the "unknown" : Tho-
mas Edison.
During the American
Revolution, a team from
Harvard wanted to observe a
total eclipse in Maine. Elaborate
arrangements were made for
them to get a safe conduct pass,
since at that time Maine was
held by British forces. The
expedition arrived to view the
eclipse and set up their
equipment. The eclipse came
and went — and the astronomers
found they had missed the path
of totality.
Anyone who misses this
eclipse will have to wait a long
time for the next one. The next
partial eclipse visible from the
United States will be in 1984;
another eclipse in 1994 will be
visible from the south-central
United States.
The next total eclipse obser-
vable from the U.S. will be in
1991; it will be visible in Hawaii.
You'll have to wait until 2017 for
the next total solar eclipse that's
visible from the continental
United States.
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After Break — March 16th
Next Issue - Friday, March 23rd
SGA Headliners
by Daily Hill
Last week marked the
beginning of club budget
presentation before Student
Congress. The Modulus pre-
sented a request for $10,000
for the coming year; they are
currently allotted $8,335. The
Debate Club's request was for
$2,700, as opposed to $2,585 this
year. The Thorn asked for $2,000
in SGA funds, a slight reduction
from this year's $2,110.
Also brought up at the Student
Congress meeting was a request
for $590.00 from the Racing Club.
The money will be used for a roll
bar, gauges, and numerous
pieces of safety equipment in the
new Buick. Last year they were
given the 1979 Buick Regal which
has currently been stripped for
racing with hundreds of man-
hours spent on performance
tests and modifications.
The Congress voted in favor of
the request after careful
evaluation of the club's present
budget, the number of students
involved in the Racing Club, and
the club's assurance that the car
would race this spring.
The entire SGA budget will be
formulated by the new Student
Body President during April,
then ratified by the members of
Student Congress. Therefore, no
individual club allotment can be
calculated at this time.
Nevertheless, a total SGA
budget was given to the Board of
Managers this morning.
The budget remains identical
to the present budget with no
increase in student activities
fee. The total budget is $44,525.00
resulting from $10.50 per student
per quarter plus $9,600. from
the Board for director salaries in
debate, drama, band and glee
club.
A brief overview of the 1979-80
budget expenditures will
include the funding of a national
orienteering meet, a 100-watt
FM radio station, a competition
race car, Homecoming
festivities, and a yearbook af-
riving on time, in addition to the
many campus events and out-of-
town competitions the 20 clubs
sponsor and participate in each
Decent Chick of the Week — Kelli Johnson
year.
A fuller account of the Board
of Managers' meeting and issues
relative to the Rose student body
will be aired in the Thorn's
first issue of the third quarter.
However, the tentative agenda
includes discussion of the Study
Abroad Program with German
and English universities,
construction of a new weight
room to house the weight-lifting




might include more emphasis
and instruction in public
speaking, the organization and
editing of engineering reports
from a grammatical viewpoint
in addition to the technical
content, plus more correlation of
the humanities courses such as
economics and technical writing
with the engineering courses.
SGA HEADLINERS will
return third quarter providing




ISU's Campus Revue will have
public performances tonight
and tomorrow, February 2,3-
24, in the Tilson Music Hall on
the ISU campus. Friday's
show will start at 7:30; the
Saturday show will start at
8: 00.
Campus Revue is a major
production involving skits
written and prepared by
Greek organizations at State.
The variety show is one of the
longest-running student-
produced acts in the state,
having originated in the early
1940s.
Admission for the
performance is $2.50. Tickets
are available at the door.
Page Two-and-a-half
Rumors persist that the
physics department had
planned a trip to Montana to
view Monday's total eclipse.
When the possibility that
some students might need to
take final exams late in order
to go on the trip was
mentioned to Beauregard
Sam, it is rumored that he
replied: "Of course we can't
reschedule finals. Can't you
reschedule the eclipse?"
ASCE plans conference
The American Society of
Civil Engineers' Student
Chapter of Rose-Hulman is
hosting the 1979 Great Lakes
Regional Student Chapter
Conference. The conference
will be held on campus March
30.
The Great Lakes Con-
ference consists of ASCE
Student Chapters from
fourteen schools in Illinois,
Indiana, and Wisconsin.
This conference features
speakers from industry and
government addressing
various facets of the topic.
Letter to the Editor
During discussions of the
Master Plan and its ideas for
extensive construction, it is easy
to overlook smaller improve-
ments that can be made. These
are less complex and costly
than most of the projects
included in the Master Plan, and
would supplement them. More
importantly, they will benefit
the people at Rose now. As
worthy as a new auditorium or
dormitory may be, it is a
common opinion that "I won't be
around when it's finished, so why
should I care?" These small
projects that will show
immediate benefits could
increase support for long-range
proposals.
It is foolish routinely to justify
expenditures on the basis of "We
can afford N, therefore we can
afford Y." But we talk of one and
a half million dollars' worth
of laboratory equipment; we
greatly expand our indoor
recreation facilities. The costs of
the things I will propose are
significantly less than either of
these.
Specifically, here are my
suggestions:
1) Another footbridge across
Lost Creek.
2) Another stairway behind
Deming Hall.
3) New front doors for the
upperclass dormitories.
Since I came to Rose in 1976,
many panelled partitions and
rooms have been constructed in
Moench and Crapo halls. Can
some of the money available for
these be used instead for such
things as I have suggested?
The idea of a footbridge across
Lost Creek from the upperclass
parking lot has been kicked
around for many years. This
bridge would increase access to
the playing fields. It would also
ease congestion around the
existing bridge after sporting
events, as it would simplify
access to Shook Fieldhouse both
for upperclass dormitory
residents and people who have
parked in the upperclass lot.
Presently, many pedestrians
must cross the auto bridge and
walk on the roadway. This is
difficult and dangerous.
especially at night and when the
fieldhouse lot is emptying.
The next suggestion is for a
stairway behind Deming Hall
across from the driveway behind
the library. Every day, large
numbers of students climb the
hill at this point.
I am not asking that stairways
and sidewalks be constructed
every place that anyone walks.
But there are some preferred
routes for walking around
campus, such as the hill behind
Deming. These routes should be
improved for the immediate
benefit of everyone at Rose.
Replacement of the front
doors of Mees, Blumberg, and
Scharpenburg halls has been
discussed periodically.
Admittedly, the doors have
served for thirteen years.
However, if the comments I
have heard almost daily are
typical of those made over the
thirteen years, then the doors
have merely been endured.
Decorative considerations
aside, a door's function is to
facilitate movement from one
side of a wall to another. But
these tall, narrow doors are
awkward and inconvenient. Of
course, each dormitory has a
regular side door. But the front
doors were put there to be used,
not just looked at. They are
poorly designed and should be
replaced.
My proposal is to remove the
existing doors and replace them
with conventional single doors,
like the side doors. These may
not fit the doorway, but the
gaps can be filled with panels,
perhaps of glass or plastic.
None of my proposals is
feasible during the winter
months. However. if planning is
started now, work can possibly
begin in the spring and be
stretched out over the summer.
Then by next school year, all
members of the Rose-Hulman
family will enjoy improved
campus facilities as they look
forward to the grander, future
improvements promised by the
Master Plan.
— Eric Dansker




The Thorn has really gone
out on a limb this week with
its top 20 poll. This may be the
last poll before the start of
the NCAA tourney.
UCLA is still just a slight
favorite over Notre Dame.
Under pressure, they are
probably the best team in the
country. Duke handled
Louisville last Sunday, so
they move up. The 'Magic' is
back at Michigan State. At
times they deserve to be
ranked first, then they lose
to Northwestern. ISU should
be ranked higher, but their
lack of experience will keep
them out of the final four. A
surprise team this year is
Iowa. They have been playing






















Rifle team extends record
by Norm Frey
The Rose-Hulman Rifle
Team's 24th straight victory now
holds the longest winning streak
of all varsity sports here at
Rose. Consecutive win number
24 was taken by defeating the
University of Miami of Ohio in
home competition last Saturday.
The final match scores of the
four-man teams were 2,110 for
the Engineers versus a close
2,071 for the visiting team from
Oxford, Ohio.
Junior Charles Leddon took the
top individual score by a one-
point margin in the gruelling
course with 549 out of 600
possible points. Sophomore
James Gryga came up with a
527; junior Gary Meier shot a
522; and freshman Bruce Ziegler
contributed a 512 for the total
team score.
The Rose-Hulman Rifle Team
is tentatively planning to
compete in another 11 matches
for the remainder of the season.
Four of these matches are to be
held while the team is on tour
over Spring Break.
One of the matches is the
prestigious Indoor Camp Perry
Championship at the Kemper
Military Academy in Boonville,
Missouri.
Rose-Hulman will also
compete in the Colorado
sectional of the national
championships, which is being
held this year in Colorado
Springs, Colorado, at the United
States Air Force Academy.
Rose-Hulman's rifle team
has perfect 24-0 record
Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology's varsity rifle team
has compiled a perfect 24-0
record in shoulder matches and
has victories over Big Ten
schools Wisconsin, Ohio State,
Illinois, and Purdue.
The Engineers' biggest "kill"
was at the Wabash Invitational
held at Xavier University where
they defeated 14 other schools.
Rose-Hulman's 2,184 winning
score at the Walsh Invitational
set a school record in the half
course category, eclipsing the
2,155 score set in the Walsh in
1977.
Another record to fall during
the year was the quarter course
category. At Purdue the
Engineers fired a 1,105, besting
the 1977 mark of 1,083.
Top shooters for the Engineers
are Chuck Leddon, a junior from
Louisville; Gary Meier, a junior
from Twin Falls, Idaho; Jim
Gryga, Jr., a sophomore from
Kokomo; and Bruce Ziegler, a
freshman from Columbus.
Leddon leads with a top score of
1,935 out of a possible 2,100,
followed respectively by Meier
(1,878 out of 2,100). Gryga (2.368
out of 2,700) and Ziegler (2,263
out of 2,700).
Leddon rightfully holds the top
spot as he holds three school
records. He set the school's
quarter course record with a
score of 286 out of a possible 300
in March, 1978. The same score
is a record for a sophomore
shooter. Leddon also holds the
freshman record with a quarter
course score of 285.
All of the top shooters have
made perfect scores in the prone
position. Meier and Leddon in
1976, Gryga in 1977 and Ziegler in
1978.
A change in coaches took place
at the start of the current season
as Sgt. Robert Scheffknecht was
assigned to the Army ROTC
detachment and assumed the
duties of rifle coach and advisor




The Engineers' goal is to be
one of the top 10 teams from
sectionals across the country to
be invited to Annapolis for head-
to-head competition.
Other members of the team
who shoot as a second unit and
often rank high in the overall
field of the moderately sized
meets are senior Steve
Brockman, a senior from
Schererville; Brian A. Raner, a
junior from Liverpool, N.Y.;
sophomores Tim Juntunen of
Esko, Minn.; Norman Frey of
Warwick, N.Y.. and Mike
Rasmussen of Indianapolis; and
freshmen David Kolacz of South
Bend and Jeff Sutherland of
Terre Haute.
Wrestling team ends season
Rose-Hulman's varsity
wrestling team finished its
second season with a 3-10 record.
The Engineers posted wins over
Evansville, Washington
University of St. Louis, and
Huntington.
While not a winning season,
the team showed improvement
and will use this experience to
build next year's team.
Wrestling coach Dan McGrath
said he is hopeful about the
team. With the majority of the
squad being freshmen and
sophomores, he believes they
will gain experience and
strengthen the team.
The low upperclassman
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Expires Mar. 2, 1979
because of the physical strain. for the Division II NCAA
Once a wrestler stops, it is hard Nationals on March 1-3.
to regain what he lost. Freshman Dan Craig also con-
This year's schedule was tributed a strong season in
toughened by adding Evansville the 158-1b. class and may also
and Huntington to increase by qualify for Nationals.
six the number of meets as
compared to last year. Rose-Hulman improved its
Sophomore Steve Kersch had standing in the Franklin
another outstanding performance Tournament by placing third in a
in the 126-1b. weight class this field of eight behind Franklin
year and will probably qualify and Urbana.
Fieldhouse policies
In response to complaints by
Rose students of being unable to
find space to play as well as
increasing accounts of thefts and
vandalism, the ahtletic
department has issued a new
policy to clarify the rules
governing outsiders' use of the
athletic facilities. The policy has
been designed to protect the
students' rights. The following
policy is effective immediately.
1. Athletic facilities are for use
of Rose-Hulman students,
faculty, staff and their families
ONLY.
2. Children of faculty and staff
may use facilities but they may
not bring in their friends. If you
have children who occasionally
use the fieldhouse, please inform
them of this rule.
3. The athletic facilities are
not available to alumni or
members of the Development
Council, Board of Associates or
their families.
4. Work-study students
assigned to the fieldhouse during
posted operating hours are in
charge. They are directly
responsible for enforcing this
rule.
5. Work-study students will sit
at a card table in the fieldhouse
- not in the training room - and
check ID cards of all coming into
the facility during evening and
weekends. Please do not be
offended by this request. It is
designed to protect you!
6. Rose-Hulman will continue
to cooperate with ISU and local
high schools on a limited basis
when it has little or no effect on
Rose programs. We feel we have
some obligation to cooperate
with local institutions as a public
relations gesture.
7. The ISU track team, which
uses the fieldhouse on a limited
basis during January and
February, has been informed
that they may do so only prior to
10 a.m.
8. The Terre Haute Track Club
is no longer permitted to use the
facilities.
9. The work-study student in
charge of the fieldhouse will
have names and post office box
numbers should you forget your
card.
10. Only the rear Southeast and
rear Northeast doors of the
fieldhouse will be open.
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A time to act:
The future is now
As the winds of change begin to pull once more at Rose-Hulman, we
must be ready to utilize our resources to the utmost and use them in
those areas where they will do the most good. The new master plan
and other reform proposals will not be done with an infinite budget, so
we must use great care in appropriating and allocating our money.
To do this, we need to be sure that we get full value for every dollar
spent. By looking at our past mistakes, we can get some idea of
problems we may encounter and ways to avoid them.
Previous improvements in the physical facilities at Rose have gone
a long way towards making the school a better place to get an educa-
tion. However, several glaring errors have been made in their
designs, and these errors should serve as a caution to those involved
in implementing the master plan.
The upperclass dorms are a prime example of sloppy architecture.
The doors are really a joke: the 18-inch width is a great impediment to
traffic. The interior design may be efficient, but it is also cave-like.
Finally, the showers which are already rusted-out represent a poor
choice of material. The overall appearance of these dormitories is
rather unappealing.
The design of the Logan library also reveals poor planning. The
basement consists of a jumble of ill-fitting rooms which are the rem-
nants of the computer center which was planned for that floor and
then scrapped. The upper floors, though aesthetically pleasing, are
terribly confusing. The circular filing system makes no sense at all,
and a master diagram isn't even provided to give users some idea of
where to look for a certain call number. The end product is a library
which is hard to use, even though it is small.
Another mistake in a similar vein was made in the design of the
chemistry laboratories in Moench Hall. The designer had never work-
ed on a lab before, and the results bear out that fact. Many of the
necessary facilities were left out or located in out-of-the-way places.
The product is a group of laboratories which are difficult to use and
which create unnecessary inconveniences.
A final example of poor planning relates to traffic flow on campus.
Students are perhaps the best of the Euclidian axiom that "the shortet
distance between two points is a straight line." Sweeping curves may
look fine on an architect's plans, but in reality these paths will find
themselves unused while students create new ones across the lawn.
The path from the fieldhouse to the Hulman Union is a typical exam-
ple.
By recognizing these past mistakes, we can set some standards for
our new plans. First, we must be sure to employ competent architects
and engineers in the design and construction of new facilities.
Mistakes of design cannot be tolerated.
Next, we need to use top quality materials if possible, so as to
minimize maintenance in the year's ahead. Rose will always need
more equipment, and funds will always be in demand, so the buildings
need to be constructed to last with a minimum of upkeep.
A third criterion is that practicality must be emphasized. We must
discourage innovation for innovation's sake, as in the case of the cir-
cular shelves, and instead concentrate on getting the most useful ob-
jects and buildings for our money. There is a danger, though, that this
idea might be carried too far; we must be also careful not to dislike
the original merely because it is original: if a new concept will have
benefits which will outweigh its disadvantages, it should be incor-
porated into the design.
Probably the biggest lesson of all is to be cautious, to make sure
we're getting the best deal for our money. There is a danger that once
funds become available, the temptation to begin construction im-
mediately will be unstoppable, which may not be the best idea. The
plans should be studied by the administration, submitted to the
academic department concerned for their evaluation, and finally con-
sidered from an independent and critical standpoint. This last func-
tion might best be performed by a special student-faculty committee,
perhaps with some input from a source not associated with the
Institute. Only when all these groups are satisfied should the proposal
be implemented.
Some may think that these are trivial concerns and that getting the
facilities quickly is more important. It should be borne in mind,
however, that once the plans are made and the buildings constructed,
eliminating mistakes will be expensive and time-consuming. It is best
that these errors be carefully filtered out beforehand. Every dollar
misspent means a little less improvement for Rose.
So how does Rose stand as it approaches its crucial period? We
stand quite well, but our foundation has a few cracks in need of repair.
Our goals are good, but we need some broadening to encourage the
development of the whole person. Our student attitudes and activities
need improvement and support, and we should try to be more accom-
modating to ideas which are unlike ours. The curriculum needs revi-
sion to eliminate some of the incongruities, and provide a better
education with less confusion and overlap. Finally, we need to be
careful in our planning for further improvements.
There is no question that Rose must change if it is to improve, and
everyone at Rose must do their part if improvement is to occur. The
challenge is great, and the challenge is to each of us.
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Letter to the Editor:
Dear Editor:
I would like to comment on
some of the editorials and letters
to the editor published in the
Thorn this school year.
First I would like to refer way
back to the editorial on class
honors. I feel that if, as the
Thorn holds, grade inflation is
due to a higher caliber of
students, it should then mean
that those who receive a 3.1
now are deserving of class honors
just as much as anyone else with
a 3.1 G.P.A. or higher who
attended Rose in the past.
The main point which I would
like to make, however, is on the
attitude of the student body
concerning the administration.
Often on the editorial page of the
Thorn one gets the impression
that the administration is out to
get the students.
The idea is conveyed that this
is a big corporation and we are
consumers whom they are out to
"rip off.— Quoting Mr.
Koechling's letter last week, he
described the "money-minded
administration."
I will not deny that the
administration is interested in
receiving funds, including
student tuition. I do hold that the
Editor's
Note first that it has never
been our editorial policy to
accuse anyone of being "out to
get the students." Letters are
printed here as a public forum —
not because we agree with them.
The Thorn will stand by its
own editorial positions, though.
Mr. Diller responds to our
editorial of November 3, in
which we advocated that the
GPA requirements for class
honors be raised from 3.1 to 3.3
or 3.4.
Since the all-men's average is
approaching 3.0 and 43% of the
reason for this is not to enrich
themselves. Nobody gets rich if
Rose gets more money in a given
year.
In the editorial last week it
was brought out that more
money is needed for construction
of better facilities. I agree. That
is why I feel that we as students
should cooperate with the school
in fund raising and not
incriminate them as money
hungry fiends.
In regards to retention rate
and student freedom: I would
like to rebut Mr. Koechling. A
couple of weeks ago I was
considering a transfer to another
school and course of study. When
I talked with certain people in
the administration about it, they
encouraged me to go if that is
what I really wanted.
The administration is
concerned about retention; I
agree. On the other hand I feel
this due to the fact that the
school has some commitments.
First it is committed to give the
best professional engineering
education possible. Second it is
committed to the industry of
America which depends upon
this school for well-qualified
engineers. Third it is committed
response
students received class honors
last year. we believe things have
reached a point where it is more
of a dishonor not to be cited for
class honors than it is an honor to
receive it.
We cannot judge today's
honors student by yesterday's
standards of excellence. Class
honors should recognize those
who are truly outstanding





to the alumni to keep up the good
name of Rose-Hulman.
If the retention rate is low,
obviously something is wrong,
the student is not satisfied —
either because he is at the wrong
school or because the school is
not doing its part in recruiting
the right people or in fulfilling its
promises to them.
I feel when the administration
talks about lowering the drop-out
rate it is referring to attempting
to remove the causes of it, and
not attempting to pressure
everyone into staying against
their will.
In closing I would like to state
that I feel Rose-Hulman is the
best school in the country for a
professional engineering degree.
It is totally business-oriented. At
other schools people talk about
what grad-students want; here
we talk about what business
wants.
A couple of weeks ago Rose
was compared to M.I.T. and
didn't look so good. But M.I.T.
and Rose do not serve the same
purpose. The former is to teach
you engineering, the latter
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Appeasing the Sun God
by K. Corona
This Thorn reporter recently
discovered that the faculty
scheduled finals this quarter to
continue a pagan tradition that
extends back to the Babylonians.
They believe that they can
prevent the Sun God from
swallowing the sun by having the
first day of finals on the same
day as the last eclipse of this
century to occur over Terre
Haute.
When asked to verify the
rumor, Herr Stern, the resident
astrologer, stated, "You could
be right. Primitive societies
performed a number of ritua-
listic ceremonies to their gods
in the hope that they would re-
turn the sun. The most common
ritual was the sacrifice of young
virgins. However, since Rose-
Hulman is not a co-ed institution,
the faculty has apparently made
the best substitution that it
could."
Student reaction to this
discovery was expressed by M.
E. Strain. "We've suspected this
for some time now," he replied.
"Why else would they have
scheduled two junior M.E.
exams on Monday? I don't know
why they're picking on us;
eclipses are a branch of physics
and we try to have as little to do
with physics as possible."
When confronted with the
rumor, Beauregard Sam
countered, "It's not my fault.
I've been doing my best to
prevent this from happening. If
we had gone co-educational this
year, we wouldn't be faced with
this problem."
In desperation, I contacted a
"high-ranking administration
service," hoping that he could
solve our problem. "You're
absolutely right," he said. "It's
wrong for the faculty to sacrifice
the four greatest classes in the
history of Rose-Hulman and I
think that I have a solution.
"There's a girls' college just
down the road. If all the Rose
men go down there and appease
the Sun God, they may be able to
prevent the sacrificial
ceremonies here on campus.
Even if it doesn't work, it
certainly would be more fun than
Monday finals."
Exercise & Fitness Center
1113 Walnut Street, Terre Haute, Ind 47807
MEN OF ROSE-HULMAN:
Take advantage of the famous Nautilus sports equipment now
available in Terre Haute for your fitness needs.
• Build • Firm • Reduce • Develop Flexibility and • Car-
diovascular Fitness for your favorite sport and well
being !
3-30 minute sessions per week is all it takes to look
and feel great !
Supervised programs by specialist
Locker and shower facilities
SPECIAL STUDENT RATES
Call for a FREE TRIAL 235-1229
